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South Taranaki, a district that is Alive with Opportunity.

Whether you want to escape the rat race for a holiday, attend one of the region’s exciting 
festivals, go fishing, tramping, skiing, or anything in between, South Taranaki offers it all. Its 
stunning natural environment, rugged coastline and grown up urban attitude mean that once 
here, everything is on your doorstep - you can be on the mountain in the morning, the beach in 
the afternoon and dining out in any one of our top class cafes or restaurants in the evening.
Wedged between Mt Taranaki’s majestic cone and the Tasman Sea, South Taranaki boasts 
sufficient outdoor pursuits to satisfy even the most thrill-seeking visitor. From climbing to the 
top of Hawera’s historic water tower, ascending Mt Taranaki’s famous peak, surfing on some of 
the best breaks New Zealand has to offer, to simply breathing the spirit that is Parihaka, South 
Taranaki offers an experience like no other.
International and national business is conducted from here; the region offers its residents a 
lifestyle choice - all the mod cons of the city, without the hustle and bustle.
 
Contact South Taranaki i-SITE Visitor Centre (phone 06 278 8599) or visit the website - 
www.southtaranaki.com for more details.

Stratford –  the heart of Taranaki and gateway to the National Parks - is situated at the 
junction of State Highway 3 and State Highway 43, “The Forgotten World Highway”.
 
Travel along SH 43, following New Zealand’s first Heritage Trail for 150 kilometres, and enjoy 
untouched scenery including the Tangarakau Gorge at the edge of the Whanganui National 
Park. As the closest main centre to Taranaki Mounga, Stratford is the main access to the 
Manganui Ski Area and Dawson Falls, the starting point to many popular hikes in the National 
Park. 
While in the Stratford township view New Zealand’s only glockenspiel which performs a scene 
from Romeo and Juliet four times daily.  Explore the local art galleries and visit Percy’s Place  

Inglewood, often referred to as the crossroads of Taranaki, is ideally located only fifteen 
minutes from New Plymouth, the Mountain, the airport, Waitara, the sea and Stratford - a great 
place to visit and stay a while.
With a population of around 3000 the town is known for its friendly people and great service 
with some innovative and unique businesses, many exporting manufacturers and specialised 
retailers.
Local tourist attractions include the world famous ‘Fun Ho! National Toy Museum' and ‘Sidco’ 
sporting trials museum.
Art and culture feature strongly with Antiques and Art Galleries, the library, cafes and the 
modern yet intimate 'Cue Theatre' which has many excellent local and national performances.
There are 28 Historic Buildings included on the local heritage trail and some beautiful gardens 
and farm attractions in and around Inglewood and the Rhododendron in the centre of town is 
reputed to be the largest in the Southern Hemisphere. A driving trail, the 'Old Coach Trail' which 
traces the coach route from Inglewood to State Highway 43, joining 'The Forgotten World 
Highway' with points of interest shown on a map in the brochure which can be picked up from 
the Inglewood Information Centre.
There is certainly a lot to keep people active 
with walkways, playgrounds, the public pools 
and sports grounds - the most significant being 
the TET Stadium with the best all weather 
athletic track in New Zealand and anyone 
wanting to stay in or around the town can 
choose from a number of accommodation 
places.
You don’t need to travel far out of Inglewood to 
find even more excitement and entertainment. 
Travel towards New Plymouth to find North 
Egmont Visitors Centre and Kamihi Café on 
Mount Taranaki. Travel East towards Stoney 
Oaks wildlife park, pottery and bush and tree 
reserves. Head South for the Gliding Club and 
North for even more cafés and gardens.
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TARANAKI  REGION

Waitara,  a town in the northern part of the Taranaki region, is an interesting and 
positive destination for visitors, tourists and new residents. It is a safe caring community 
representing growth, progress and success.
Our town is strategically placed in the Waitara River Valley, where the river of the same 
name meets the Tasman sea on the north-Taranaki Bight. At the centre of New Zealand 
petro-chemical and energy projects, our community of 6,500 is confidently looking 
forward to a positive future.
We are unique; offering pleasant surroundings, a wonderful thousand year history with 
signs of early New Zealand occupation, fantastic photographic opportunities, a 
meandering river, bush areas close by, grey sand with an untamed sea, excellent 
walkways, a thriving shopping area, friendly and welcoming people, and ample parking.
A special feature of Waitara is its high percentage of New Zealand sporting 
representatives. Some 80 sports people have represented New Zealand over the past 
120 years in various codes. We have also produced New Zealand coaches in Swimming, 
Rugby League, Wrestling, Special Olympics and Surfing. Visit www.waitaraalive.co.nz

Whether you are climbing, walking or exploring on Mount Taranaki itself, fishing for trout in the mountain streams or 
surfing or swimming at a black sand beach around the coast line, you will have the mountain as your guide. 

for a unique piece of Taranaki art. Visit the public parks and gardens and take the opportunity 
to walk the various walkways accessible from the town centre. For a more physical walk try the 
Cardiff Walkway - a three kilometre circular walk along the banks of the Waingongoro River. 
From the lookout on a clear day you can see Taranaki Mounga and all three mountains of the 
central plateau to the east. To the south of the town lies the Taranaki Pioneer Village with 40 
furnished buildings including authentic cottages dating back to the 1850s. These early 
pioneering buildings house amazing collections of memorabilia.

To enhance your visit to our region call into the Stratford i-SITE Visitor Centre, who can 
provide information and book all your requirements from activities, accommodation and 
transport - phone 06 765 6708 or visit the website - www.stratford.govt.nz
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https://www.facebook.com/MissJayR/
https://waitaraalive.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/waitaraholidaypark/
https://www.cab.org.nz/service-provider/KB00034516
https://www.southtaranaki.com/
http://www.caffewindsor.co.nz/
https://www.funhotoys.co.nz
https://www.stratford.govt.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/dialaliftnz/
https://stratfordholidaypark.co.nz/
https://whangamomonahotel.co.nz/

